BUXTED PARISH COUNCIL


	
	Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 15th September 2015 held at 7.00pm. in the Reading Room, Church Road, Buxted.     



	
	Present: Cllrs. (Chairman) Blandford, Harding, Mulvagh, Rose and Sheard.  Also in attendance Miss B Macklen, Clerk to Buxted Parish Council


	
	Public: 2


	1.
	Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. McQuarrie and clerk Claudine Feltham


	2.
	Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 18th August 2015 were approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.



	3.
	Declaration of Members Interests in respect of items on this agenda

Cllr. Rose declared a personal interest in item 4.2 on the agenda by virtue of knowing the applicant.
Cllr. Mulvagh declared a personal interest in item 4.1 on the agenda by being a close neighbour of the site and having contributed to a letter of objection to the application. He therefore did not take part in any discussion on this application.

Cllr. Blandford declared a personal interest in item 4.2 on the agenda by virtue of the being a patient of the doctors surgery in Buxted.



	4.
	Planning Applications
Application No. WD/2015/1727/F
Location: Plovers Crest, Plovers Barrows, Buxted, TN22 4JP

Description: Garage conversion to increase size of existing Granny annexe
Applicant: Mrs Wendy Mattelaer, Plovers Crest, Plovers Barrows, Buxted, TN22 4JP

Agent: Mr Steve Bull, 2 Arun Path, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1NL
Standing Orders were suspended to allow the owner of the site to confirm that five parking spaces are available within the curtilage of the property aside from the existing garage (to be converted).
No objection – recommend approval, however the parish council raised concern that, if approved, the building will form a large granny annexe in comparison to the main property and would therefore request that WDC impose a condition to ensure the granny annexe is tied to property.
Application No. WD/2015/1788/F
Location: April Cottage, High Street, Buxted, TN22 4LA.

Description: To return April Cottage to residential use.
Applicant: Professor Fabre, Hippocrene Farm, Buckham Hill, Uckfield, TN22 5XZ.

Agent: Professor Fabre, Hippocrene Farm, Buckham Hill, Uckfield, TN22 5XZ.

No objection – recommend approval and would welcome April Cottage becoming a residential dwelling. The Planning Committee then agreed a response to WDC which would be an addendum to the minutes. (see below).
Application No. WD/2015/1930/F

Location: Southridge, High Street, Buxted

Description: Single storey garden room extension to the rear. Replacement detached garage
Applicant: Mr D Dallas

Agent: Boswell Associates (Architecture) Ltd

No objection – recommend approval
Application No. WD/2015/1953/F

Location: 3 Parkhurst Cottages, Perrymans Lane, High Hurstwood

Description: Proposed new heating oil storage tank

Applicant: Mr Chinn

Agent: 3-D Architecture Ltd

No objection – recommend approval


	5.
	Matters for information: Noted


	6.
	Any other matters properly notified: Nothing to report.


	7.
	Announcements: Cllr. Mulvagh was asked and agreed to take over as Chairman of the Planning Committee with the support of Cllr. Blandford as Chairman of the parish council and Beccy as clerk.
Cllr. Sheard ask the clerk to investigate the appearance of two new mobile homes situated in Coxbrook, High Hurstwood and land further on than Chillies Farm, on Chillies Lane.

Cllr. Blandford reported that she has taken a photograph of the landfill site off the A26 as the site is certainly not flat and not as intended to be. This would be reported to WDC and ESCC.


	
	The meeting closed at 7.19p.m.




Statement from Buxted Parish Council regarding April Cottage:
We note that this application is essentially identical to one which was made on the 25th March 2013 (WD 139/0649) which was refused on the grounds that there were no adequate proposals within the application to mitigate the adverse effects of nitrogen deposits on/near the Forest. This current application has been put forward since the Government Inspector removed the 7km rule from the Core Strategy in July this year. However, if any development is within a certain area, which covers Buxted, those developments within this area would have to prove that the development will not adversely affect the Ashdown Forest. 

To that effect the applicants have been advised by WDC that the application might be approved subject to a payment of £5000.00 towards a SANGS and £1710 towards SAMMS, and the imposition of a Grampian condition (A "Grampian condition" is a planning condition attached to a decision notice that prevents the start of a development until off-site works have been completed on land not controlled by the applicant).

The Parish Council note that in the final paragraph of the planning statement for April Cottage it is stated:

‘Lords Justices Richards, McFarlane and Clarke, in their 9th July 2015 judgement at the Court of Appeal, expressed their concern at the delays caused by the absence of SANGS. In paragraph 55 they say ‘there is evidence that the effect of policy WCS12 has been to prevent any new residential development within the 7km zone because of the unavailability of SANGS and notwithstanding the willingness of the developers to make financial contribution towards the provision of SANGS. The delay caused by the absence of SANGS provision is a matter of real concern’.

The Parish Council agree with this very real concern which is preventing this type of application under discussion from becoming a reality as well as questioning the high cost that Wealden is imposing on applicants, towards the provision of SANGS and SAMMS, which we would like to see justified. 

We would, therefore, like WDC to open a discussion on a more logical way forward to the dilemma, entirely of their making, and open the way to approve these small scale and other community projects to be realised, which can have no adverse effect on the environs of Ashdown Forest and could, indeed, prove to be beneficial.

Vivienne Blandford

Buxted Parish Council

15/09/2015
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